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By Peter King 


] EN PATERA’S PLANE 
| was late. | had decided to 
meet him at New York's 
LaGuardia Airport on the 
night of his return to the 
WWF. | wanted to be the first 
reporter to interview him 
about his decision to come 
back to the North East. 
Finally, his plane landed. A 
few minutes later he strode 
into the terminal, a large man 
dwarfing the other more 
normal-sized passengers. 








When Patera saw me waiting, 
he rolled his eyes and 
pretended he was annoyed. 
But | know Ken Patera. He 
loves to see his name in print. 
He was as annoyed to see me 
as a spider is annoyed to seea 
fly caught in its web 
“Welcome back, Ken,” | 
said, without sarcasm. 
Actually, I’m not really sure of 
my feelings concerning 
Patera. | know he’s one of the 
greatest athletes in profes- 





sional sports today. As a 
scientific wrestler, there are 
none better. But as a cruel 
rulebreaker, there are none 
worse. 

Patera didn’t say a word 
until we went downstairs to 
pick up his luggage. Then he 
turned to me and eyed me 
with those cruel brown eyes. 
“Yo wanna know why I'm 
back in the WWF?" he said, 
about 30 decibels louder than 
necessary. An old lady 
standing nearby turned a 
menacing finger to Patera. 
“Be quiet young man!” she 
demanded. 

Patera turned to her and 
snarled. ‘Listen, you old bat, 
this is an airport, not a 
damned library. If | wanna 
scream, I'll do it. Now go 
outside and play in some air- 
traffic.” The old woman left 
in tears. 

“You wanted to know why | 
returned,”’ Patera continued, 
turning back to me. “‘It’s easy. 
There are three men in this 
area who must go. And | will 
send ‘em on their way. Aone- 
way ticket to oblivion.” 

Three men? | asked Patera 
if two of the three are 
Backlund and Sammartino. 
He nodded. | then asked him 
who the third was? 

“Hey, buddy, I’m nothere to 
do your homework for you,” 
Patera said. ‘You reporters 
are supposed to be so smart, 
figure it our for yourself.” 

Who is the mysterious 
“third man” of the WWF 
Patera wants to get? | don't 
know. But I’m sure we will all 
find out before long. Just as 
soon as some great athlete is 
taken from the arena on a 
stretcher, a victim of the bruta 
strength and cruelty of Ken 
Patera. 
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Tommy Rich (above), having beaten Killer Karl Kox for the Georgia 
heavyweight title, is now being recognized as a superstar of wrestling and not 
just another pretty face. Captain Lou Albano (below) has vowed todestroy the 
careers of his former proteges, the Valiants. Albano has imported a new tag 
team, the Samoans, to help him with his cause. 





With Bill Apter 


se OMMY RICH HAS finally 
achieved ‘Superstar’ 
status. Tommy is now the 
proud owner of the Georgia 
heavyweight title, his first 
major championship. His 
victory over Killer Karl Kox 
was one of the most thrilling 
bouts ever witnessed in 
Georgia. Kox’s manager, 
Bobby Heenan, says that 
Rich’s reign will be a very 
short one as a rematch with 
Kox has already been 
secured. “Killer will cheat 
just like Rich did to get the 
title,” vows Heenan. 

Another big title switch 
occurred in Florida. Manny 
Fernandez is the new king of 
Florida wrestlers after 
unseating Terry Funk from his 
throne. Funk has fled from 
Florida along with his brother 
Dory Jr., claiming that they 
were the victims of “biased 
officials and moronic fans.” 

Captain Lou Albano has 
declared all out war against 
his former proteges Jim, 
John, and Jerry Valiant. As a 
matter of fact, the Captain’s 
newest finds, the Samoans, 
have sworn to help Albano 
end the careers of the three 
blond terrors. East Coast fans, 
this could be one of the most 
explosive wars you will 
ever see! 

Mid-Atlantic champion Jim 

(Continued on page 46) 





An investigation by PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED has revealed the fact 
that Buddy Rogers studied hypnosis 
in India during his layoff. 


HY IS IT that Buddy 

Rogers never talks about 
his 15 year layoff from profes- 
sional wrestling? 

It was a question Buddy 
Rogers was prepared to face 
when he made his return, but 
not one he was willing to 
answer. “No comment. None of 
your damn business,” is his 
snapping reply. 

You could easily get Rogers 
to talk about the villainous stars 
he currently manages, Ken 
Patera and John Studd. He 
could talk for hours of his 
tremendous coup in signing 
Jimmy Snuka, formerly one of 
the most popular wrestlers in 
the world, to a lengthy and 
binding contract. 
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Rogers would freely discuss 
his present and future status, 
but don’t question him about 
his past. 
mysterious 15 year hiatus. 

Until now PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED was willing to 
let the matter slide. What 
Rogers did with his life while he 
was away from wrestling has no 
real place in our publication. A 
recent lead from a source in 
Jacksonville, North Carolina, 
however, has altered our policy 
and an intensive investigation 
has revealed an astonishing 
fact. 

Buddy Rogers spent three 
years in Nagpur, India studying 
the science of transcendenal 
hypnosis under the direct 
guidance of the world famous 
Salwa Nejla. And he has used 
the hypnosis on his wrestlers to 
enhance their animalistic 
tendencies in the ring. 

My source was the first to 
notice a glassy-eyed look in 
Ken Patera as he brutalized his 
foes. She immediately wired 
me, and since | was due to make 
a trip to the Mid-Atlantic area, 
anyway, | thought | would 
observe Patera myself. 

| couldn't believe what | saw. 
Not only Patera, but John Studd 
and Jimmy Snuka seemed to be 
wrestling in a trance. 

They appeared to be in a 


Especially his, 


By Stu Saks 
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Ken Patera is put intoa hypnotic state 
by Buddy Rogers to make him more 
sadistic in the ring. 


hypnotic state, but | couldn't be 
sure, After the matches, | was 
not allowed to interview any of 
Rogers’ men. | planned on that. 
! went into the press room and 
waited for all the other reporters 
to leave before | phoned my 
editor. He told me to pursue the 
story at any cost and 
congratulated me on _ what 
seemed would be my first big 
break as a wrestling journalist. 
My next call was to Associate 
Editor Steve Farhood, who was 
on assignment in Texas. 
Farhood had extensive training 
in hypnosis and would be a 
great help to me. He said he had 
completed his story\and would 
catch the first flight to Charlotte 
(Continued on page 48) 





HE TRAIN RIDE to Mount 

Vernon seemed endless. 
When the conductor clipped my 
ticket, a weird feeling came over 
me. It was the same feeling | 
once experienced while driving 
to the racetrack: The feeling 
that | wasn’t going to come 
home. 

The Captain met me at the 
train station. The lines in his 
face were deep. His beard, a 
symbol of macho as itis to Fidel 
Castro, was more scraggly than 
usual. The minute | saw him, | 
knew he wasn't well. Lou 
Albano was a troubled, 
depressed man. 

| thought my weekend at the 
Captain's home would be an 
eerie one, filled with Albano's 
irrational threats and unpre- 
dictable tirades. | was prepared 
to sleep with one eye open, 
figuring Albano might attack at 
any moment with a foreign 
object (Fred Blassie told me 
that Albano once assaulted a 
house guest with a canoe). But 
Lou was meek. 

“Steve,” he said over oatmeal 
and bacon at breakfast on 
Saturday morning, “I! wake up 
and don't know what to do with 
myself. Here | am, about to win 
another tag team championship 
with my sensational new team, 
the Samoans, and I'm still 
upset. Those Valiant boys were 
like sons to me. | still can't 
believe we're apart.” 

“But Lou,” | answered, “what 
about all the bad blood between 
you and the Valiants? After the 
breakup, you were quoted as 
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Once an inseparable combination, Lou Albano has split with the Valiant 
Brothers, The egos of manager and wrestler would not allow them to continue 
together. There are extremely bitter. feelings on both sides. An incensed Albano 
points to a picture of Johnny Valiant and vows to do him harm, 


saying that you could whip all 
three of them on the same night. 
Was that all an act?” 

Albano stared into his coffee. 
Asad expression filled his eyes. 
He looked like a father 
discussing a son that had 


disgraced the family name. 

“L said a lot of things after we 
split,” he mumbled. “You know, 
to protect my ego and 
everything. Deep down inside, | 
know I’m the best manager for 

(Continued on page 50) 
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EFORE ANSWERING THIS 

month's letters and drivel, 
let me remind some of my 
correspondents that writing, “I 
dare you to print this,” is the 
surest way to get me to rip up 
the letter. Letters printed in this 
column are chosen for their 
value, not because the writer 
has a moron’s idea of courage. | 
dare many of you to write an 
intelligent letter. Concentrate 
more on the letter's content 
than daring me to print it. 


Dear Mr. Creep, 

| would like to know why you 
say things about Rick Steam- 
boat that are not true. | love Rick 
Steamboat with all my heart and 
| am a devoted fan. If you would 
hurt Rick's feelings, you creep, 
you wouldn'tcare. But sure do! 
But take this from me, you 
better watch what you say or 
maybe you will push Rick too 
far and you'll be sorry. If this 
goes on | will kill you myself. 
You low down piece of dirt! 

P.S. | want to know what you 
think!!! 

ALICE RITCHIE 
Concord, N.C. 

Dear Ms. Ritchie, 

Why, after saying I'm a liar, 
you want to know what | think, 
is typical of your muddled mind. | 
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XY XY, 


Alice Ritchie, a loval fan of Rick 
Steamboat, warns Shocket about 
pushing her hero too far. Shocket 
would like to push Rick out of 
the sport. 
suppose it can be explained 
because you claim to love 
Ricky. You proved love is not 
only blind, butin you it seems to 
have caused a degenerative 
brain disease. As for pushing 
Wretched Ricky too far, | hope | 
Push him out of wrestling. 
Dear Knowledgeable Dan, 

| couldn't agree more with 


‘0 Shocket's mailbag, send your letters to: 








your views. Take Chief Jay 
Strongbow, for instance. 
Anyone who follows wrestling 
knows the loser hasn't used a 
wrestling hold in his entire 
worthless career. Also, 
Haystacks Calhoun is no good. 
Well, Dan, at least | know you 
think through your mind and 

not through your heart. 
BOBBY JANJIGIAN 

Belmont, Ma. 
(Continued on page 52) 





BAR MANAGERS FROM 
RINGSIDE 

Isn't it incredible how 
problems tend to linger in 
wrestling? Seems. like I've 
ranted against interfering 
managers ever since | started. 


SUPERBOWL TO SETTLE 
THE SCORE! 

I've had it up to here with big- 
mouthed champions. Bock- 
winkel sneers that he’s better 
than Race and Backlund. Race 
belittles the WWF and AWA 
champions. And innocent 
Bobby mumbles how nice it 
would be to have all the 
champs wrestle each other. 
What's needed to settle this is 
another Superbowl of 
Wrestling. The last super- 
match was between then- 






























































And what's happened? I'm 
ashamed’ to confess Lou 


Albano continues to interfere 
in matches, as well as other 
fiendish managers. If anyone 
has an idea on howto stop this 
festering problem, let me know. 


WWF champion Superstar Billy 
Graham and NWA champion 
Harley Race. Though an 
inconclusive draw, the very 
fact it occurred gave impetus to 
the concept of one champion. 
Obvious reasons exist against 
the one-champion ideal. Yet it 
could be attained while 
maintaining three separate 
federations. Each would be 
master of his respective terrain 
while competing to see who 
was truly the world champion. 


THE POTENTIAL OF LADD 
If his mind weren't so 
warped with sadism, Ernie 
Ladd could easily become NWA 
champion. His potential is 
enormous. With his physical 
skills and brilliant mind, Ladd 
could rule wrestling. However, 
like a deranged scientist, Ladd 
is incapable of rational 
thought. Fortunate for 
wrestling. Tragic for Ladd. 








(Continued on page 52) 





HIS MONTH, I’M looking at 

a tragedy. According to some 
twisted standards, Ken Patera 
could be rated a success. After all, 
he’s been a champion, recently 
losing the Mid-Atlantic title to Jim 
Brunzell. He’s made a lot of dough 
in wrestling. | doubt he’s lonely on 
Saturday nights. Patera is 
handsome and strong. Then what's 


with Brock this month? 

I'll tell you. For my money, such 
as it is, Ken Patera has more 
natural ability than any wrestler 
around. Yeah, that includes the 
champs and the fan-favorites and 
the pretty boys and all them. Yeah, 


send me your nasty letters, I 
don’t care. 
When Patera came into this 





sport, I thought for sure he’d be a 
great one. Everything waited for 
him to seize it. He could have 
conquered the wrestling world. He 
had it. But something went wrong, 
a wire got crossed, a circuit blew, a 
brain cell burst. Whatever the 
treason, which I honesty don't 
know, Patera turned bad. 

Patera gravitated toward trying 





Ken Patera drives his powerful right elbow into Bruno Sammartino’s neck. The 
former Olympic weightlifter is also a former fan-favorite. 











Patera leaps in the air to lend force to his elbow drive. Matt Brock says that he 
lost all respect for Patera when he changed into a rulebreaker. 


to destroy young innocents. Rick 
Steamboat comes to mind. Patera 
delighted in tormenting 
Steamboat. I never asked Patera 
why he persisted in attacking 
Steamboat. Oh, I heard reasons, 
none of them satisfactory. 


I think Steamboat, and other 
young scientific wrestlers, were like 
mocking mirrors to Patera. Their 
vibrant attractiveness stung 
Patera. The cheers and applause 
were for them, not him. Try as he 
might to disregard the boos, they 




































































































were a formidable object 
pervading his career. 

Patera grew more and more 
twisted. Buffeted by boos, his 
stubbornness propelled him 
toward evil. He could have re- 
assessed his situation. He could 
have re-examined his life. He could 
have wondered who was right, who 
was wrong and sought the 
inevitable truth in between. 

He didn’t. Ken Patera has his 
pride. Sometimes it is a virtue. 
Other times, it is a destructive 
instinct. Patera would never admit 
he was wrong. He believed in what 


he was doing. At least his 
convictions deserve some measure 
of respect. 





But Ken Patera doesn’t care 
about convictions. All he cares 
about are his immoral victories. He 
is the personification of abstract 
triumph. The methods are 
unimportant. Opponents are all 
the same to him. Arenas are just a 
smoke-filled room with ropes. 

Ken Patera cares about one 
thing: Ken Patera. Boos are mere 
noise. Fans are insect-like 
nuisances. Rules are a string of 
letters bound together with 
white space. 

You could have been something, 
Ken Patera, You could have beena 
champ. Instead, you're just a 
bum. o 

















In a sport where 
bright lights flicker 
and die all too quickly, 
Verne Gagne has been 
a bright beacon of 
decency for more than 
30 vears. In this 
special pictorial essay, 
Wwe pay tribute to the 
man justly Known as 
“The Champ” 


N THE NIGHT Verne 

Gagne lost his AWA cham- 
pionship to Nick Bockwinkel, 
he walked back to the dressing 
room with his head down. 
Suddenly, one fan in the third 
row stood up and started to 
applaud. This was followed bya 
crescendo of every other fan in 
the arena standing and 
applauding. Gagne knew then 
that although he may not have 
the title, in the fans’ hearts he 
will always be “The Champ.” 

Gagne began his pro 
wrestling career after a 
stunning success in the 1952 
Olympics. His lightning speed 
and scientific wrestling 
knowledge revolutionized the 
sport. When they write pro 
wrestling’s history, they will say 
Verne Gagne was the man who 
made it the most popular 
spectator sport of the second- 
half of the 20th century. 

In this special story, PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
Proudly illustrates some of 
Gagne’s finest moment. And 
Gagne's finest moments have 
never been equalled for thrills, 
skill and excitement by any 
other wrestler. 

(Continued on page 62) 
























































30 YEARS 
GREATNESS 





Above: Verne Gagne spins Bruiser to 
set up a pin. Below: In a classic 
scientific confrontation, Gagne 
wrestles Edouard Carpentier to a 
draw. Inset: Gagne is presented the 
NWA junior heavyweight belt by 
Leroy McGuirk, who was forced into 
retirement when an _ automobile 
accident left him blinded. 


Above: English star Billy Robinson 
won the AWA championship from 
Gagne in 1974, but the decision was 
later reversed. Below: Gagne tosses 
six-time NWA champion Lou Thesz 
across the ring. 










HE PAIN SHOT through his 
back like a knife slashing into 
his spine. For a moment, Andre 
the Giant didn’t realize why he was 
suffering this agony. Then, 
he remembered. 

His body lay limp on the bed as 
Andre remembered the previous 
evening. He was wrestling against 
Dick Murdoch. It was one of those 
matches in which Andre could do 
no wrong. Murdoch was over- 
whelmed by the Giant’s grappling 
genius. 

Murdoch grew more and more 
desperate. No longer did he care 
about winning or losing. His pride 
had been trampled under the 
rampage of Andre’s brilliance. 
Murdoch wanted revenge. It didn’t 
matter how. All he wanted was to 
see Andre in pain. 

Andre knew Murdoch was 
looking to maul him senseless. 
Andre didn’t care. This was one of 
those special nights when 
everything falls into place, when 
the mind makes perfect choices 
and the body obeys flawlessly. Let 
Murdoch do his meanest. Andre 
was protected by his greatness. 

As he recalled the match, Andre 

Si tried to get out of bed. The pain 
As Andre the Giant comes to the aid of the fallen referee, Dick Murdoch leaps SOt through him like bolts of 
off the top turnbuckle with a knee to the back, injuring Andre's spine. But that __ electricity. He lay back. It didn’t 
was not the only effect of the attack. pay to struggle. Andre closed his 
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eyes. Images of the match played 


It takes a lot for Andre the Giant to against the back of his eyelids. 
Murdoch’s eyes grew wild with 


lose his temper. An awful lot. And for Andre 24. and terror. This kind of 
to contemplate turning his back onhisfans — madness makes some people 








Andre had the match well under 
control as he backdrops Murdoch to 
the canvas. 









is really something. oe “ reckless. It makes 

i H urdoch mean. 
Pain and treacherous brutality hurtled Mites ukepesiodl is. atte 
Andre on this horrifying course corner. Andre could tell by the 


look in Dick’s eyes that the 
grappler had a plan. It was the kind 
of look sadistic children have as 
they tie firecrackers to the tail of a 
cat. Andre stood and waited to see 
what Murdoch had planned. 
Murdoch ignored his foe. 
Instead, Dick rushed toward the 
referee and leveled the official with | 


a forearm smash, The victim had 
no chance to defend himself. 
Caught completely by surprise, 
the referee received the full force 
of the blow. Andre was close 
enough to see the man’s eyes go 
glassy. The referee crumpled 
lifeless to the canvas. 

Andre rushed to the man’s aid. 
The giant hands helped to get the 
senseless man to his feet. Andre 
was just about to carry the referee 
to a doctor when he felt a knee 
smash directly into his back. The 
agony was horrible. Andre 
dropped the referee and fell to the 
canvas. He tried to get up but 





Andre whips a dazed Murdoch across the ring. Things were not going well for 
Andre throughout the match. But his humanitarianism in helping the referee 
cost him a stay in the hospital and almost altered his personality. (Continued on page 54) 
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Why 


Which blond is the 
real Nature Boy? 
Separated by a 
generation, their 
hateful rivalry 


threatens to consume 


both Ric Flair and 
Buddy Rogers in a 
bloody sea of 
jealousy. Neither 
Flair nor Rogers 
will retreat from 
their belligerent 
posture 


Ric Flair 
Buddy R 


HE MUSCULAR BLOND 

was Sadistically imple- 
menting his favorite torture 
hold: the figure-four leglock. 
The crowd hooted and jeered. 
His foe screamed in agony. 
Apparently, the bout would 
be over. 

But across a span of a 
generation, a figure leaped into 
the ring. He is Nature Boy. The 
stunned blond is Nature Boy. 
Buddy Rogers meets Ric Flair. 
Their hatred is complex and 
unrelenting. 

“I hate Buddy Rogers,” Flair 
shouted. “I see myself in his 
style. I see what I used to do, 
how poorly I wrestled and how 





Id interfere and try and hurt 
people.” 

Rogers gave a classic 
example of interference when 
he rushed into the ringand puta 
figure-four leglock on Flair. 

“That punk stole my 
maneuver and he’s embar- 
rassed me with it,” snarled 
Rogers. “He watched me use 
the figure-four leglock and the 
punk roach steals it. If he knew 
what he was doin’, maybe I 
could understand a little. But 
the roach isa bum, a two-bit 
prelim bum. He ain’t got a mind. 

“The bum stole my 
nickname. Imagine someone 
with the nerve to call himself 


“1 SEE MYS 
IN HIS 
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EVES!” 


Nature Boy,” Rogers screamed. 
“Im the one and only Nature 
Boy in wrestling. That two-bit 
bum, I showed him something 
out there tonight.” 

Despite a trembling rage, 
Flair managed a semblance of 
calm in his discussion of 
Rogers. 

“Thate him, but I feel sorry for 
the old man,” Flair said quietly, 
his piercing gaze sweeping the 
room. “He’s finished, hanging 
on and gettin’ his kicks out of 
tuining guys, like what he did 


to Snuka. 

“He hasn’t much left. He took 
my nickname ‘cause he needed 
something to boost his ego. 
And he took the figure-four 
leglock ‘cause he had no 
maneuvers left. Only reason he 
was able to do half the stuff he 
did in the ring was ‘cause | was 
so shocked. How would you 
feel if some old man came 
gimping into the ring and 
attacked you?” Flair said, 
shrugging. 

“Rogers is jealous of me. 
Can’t blame him. I’m everything 
he never was and will never be. 
I’m young, handsome, well-built 
and loved by everyone. No one 


likes Rogers. His face looks like 
a five-day old plate of mashed 
potatos, he’s got the body of an 
invalid and the skill ofa tortoise. 

“Rogers ain’t even a good 
manager,” Flair continued. 
“He’s goin’ nowhere fast, kinda 
like running in mud. So this is 
how he gets his kicks by runnin’ 
into the ring and assaulting me. 

“Well,” Flair l6oked away, his 
voice a soft whisper, “I’m not 
above tossin’ an old dog a bone 
now and then. He sure needs 
it.” oO 








= a 5 
Dusty Rhodes has been working hard to get himself back together both 
physically and mentally following his loss of the NWA title. Above left: Dusty 
has a headlock on Ken Patera. Above right: A bloody Rhodes strangles 
Superstar Graham. 
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Certain wrestlers are unable to 
bounce back from a disheartening 
experience. Not Dusty Rhodes. Despite 
the devastating loss of the NWA title to 
Harley Race, Rhodes 

has a plan. A plan 

which could 

lead him to 

another 

title 











RET REASON 


DECK OF cards lay scattered 

across the plush blue rug. 
They were not regular playing 
cards. Instead, the pictures of 
strangely dressed men. and 
women glared sightlessly from 
Dusty Rhodes’ carpet. They were 
Tarot cards. 

On top of the gleaming glass 
and wood coffee table was a 
Quija board. From its scuffed 
condition, it was obvious that 
someone had used it frequently. 
Resting against an expensive 
black leather chair was a crystal 


ball. Atop that was a card 
announcing palm reading 
services. 


Rhodes hadn’t bothered to 
clean the residue of his unease 
from his study. All these alleged 
glimpses into the beyond had 
been accumulated shortly after 
Rhodes lost to Harley Race. 
Rhodes had been hurt, crushed, 
embittered. He sought some 
guidance, however peculiar, to 
his dilemma. 

“1 tell you, | didn’t know why 
fate had done it to me,” Rhodes 
said, slumping into a thick chair. 
His hair was neatly groomed, 
framing the handsome, tanned 
features. “Here | spent my whole 
life dreamin’ and strivin’ for 
something, a title. A diamond 
belt around my gut,’ Rhodes 
patted his stomach. 

“Then this cruel inter- 
vention. Funk comes in and 
breaks my arm, my title is gone, 
ah, | didn’t understand,” Rhodes 
said softly. 

“1 looked for some reason for 
it all, That’s why you saw that 
mess in» there,” Rhodes said, 
gesturing toward the closed 
study. “Once | got that craziness 
out of my system, | went to work 
on puttin’ my life together. 

“Hell, | know things will never 

(Continued on page 56) 
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XCITEMENT ELECTRIFIED 

THE air. Our magazine has 
run contests before, but 
nothing quite like this. All 
morning, our collective stares 
fell upon the large drum near 
the desk of our editor, 
Peter King. 

Our stares would travel 
from the drum to the large 


Thousands of fans 
submitted their puzzle 
answers in an effort to win 
Chief Jay Strongbow’s 
headdress. The Chief regrets 
being unable to give each of 
his fans a token of his } 
affection. But there is a first-place wi 










clock over King’s desk. We 
ticked off the minutes until 
they formed hours which 
formed a morning. At one 
o’clock, Chief Jay Strongbow 
would walk through the door 
an select the winner of the 
“Chief Jay Strongbow 
Headdress Contest.” 

The door swung open and 


inner and 10 runners-up 





Wendy Tyson, a 13-year-old from 
Acworth, Georgia, is the winner of the 
Chief Jay Strongbow headdress 
contest. 








Strongbow strode through. 
Always gracious, Strongbow 
chatted with us, offering his 
brilliant observation on the 
wrestling scene. After several 
minutes, King pointed to 
the drum. 
“1 think you know what that 
means,” Peter said with 
(Continued on page 58) 
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By Matt Brock 

WAS SWEATING, thirsty, and 

fatigued. This was the 12th 
match I’ve covered in eleven 
days and it seemed the nearest 
bar of soap was on Venus. All | 
wanted was a hot shower, cool 
sheets, and a cold glass of amber 
tonic. 

The roar of the arena crowd 
grated on my nerves. | shoved 
my trembling hands deep into 
my pockets and glowered about 
the narrow hallway. Despite 
abundant’ notes and hours of 
intensive interviews, | still had no 
story. Sometimes there isn’t a 
story. My editor doesn’t realize 
this. Neither do my creditors. 

Within the screams of the 
crowd came a staccato murmur. 
It originated in the hallway, | 
approached a closed steel door. 
Bruno Sammartino’s door. 
Before doing anything, | glanced 
up and down the gleaming 
corridor, All clear. Then | 
pressed my large right ear 
against the door and caught the 
troubled fragments within. 

bree that creep... bum 
punk . . . who does he think 


he is...” 
Last time | heard someone 
speak like that was when 


O’Casey’s Bar cut off my credit. 
But Bruno doesn’t drink. Nor 
smoke. A good and decent man. 
In many ways, he deserves the 
appellation, “Living Legend.” 
Admittedly, I’m a Sammartino 


fan. | wondered what was 
bothering him. | decided to 
find out. 


Bruno was hunched over, chin 
on right fist, left hand rubbing 
his shin, eyes fixed on an 
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Bruno Sammar 


innocuous spot near the door. 
Sammartino didn’t look up when 
I entered. All | received by way 
of a greeting was a heavy 
sigh. 

Abruptly, the introspection 
disappeared, replaced by fiery 


contempt. Bruno’s lips twisted 
and his body shook. | was 
frightened. 


“That punk thinks he can get 
away with that? Who does that 
punk think he is?” Sammartino 
said hoarsely. “He comes here 
and mutilates men. He is playing 


HE TAUGHT THE 
K A LESSON! 


with people’s lives. Who does 
that crumb think he is anyway?” 

It was easy to guess who 
Sammartino was talking about. 


His match against Greg 
Valentine received much 
publicity. Valentine had 


brusquely dismissed Sam- 
martino as a “washed-up pizza 
maker.” But that wasn’t what 

(Continued on page 66) 
Bruno Sammartino clamps his 
powerful left arm around Greg 
Valentine’s head. Greg escaped 
momentarily by throwing Bruno into 
the ropes. 





‘tino vs. 
alentine 


: 


: 


Bruno worked on Valentine's left arm for a good portion of the match (above) 
before turning his attention to Greg’s head. A bloody Valentine uses the top 
rope for support (below). The match was halted by the referee, who deemed 
Valentine unfit to continue. 


Be pat : 
Finally, Greg Valentine met his match. 
It took the Living Legend to end the 
reign of terror which had crippled ai 
maimed the top scientific wrestlers 
in the WWF. Bruno has onlycontempt 
for Valentine. He demonstrated that” 
feeling in a memorable night 
at Madison 
Square Garden 
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NWA PREPARES TO BAN FUNK; 


CONTENDER CLAIMS 
“NOTHIN’ TO FEAR” 


tN FARHOOD 
Exclusive to The 
Wrestling Enquirer 
TAMPA, FLA.—The National 
Wrestling Alliance has created a 
three-man committee to 
investigate Terry Funk’s alleged 














BY punishment. Preliminary 

indications show that Funk's 

license could be revoked as a 

result of this investigation 

“I GOT NOTHIN’ TO HIDE” 
“I ain’t afraid of any asinine 

inquisition conducted four- 











Terry Funk, piledriving Jerry Brisco, is being investigated by the NWA for 
allegedly causing Dusty Rhodes’ loss of the heavyweight title. 





interference prior to the Dusty 
Rhodes-Harley Race NWA title 
match at Orlando last August 
FUNK MAY GO 
According to sources close to 
the investigation, the final report 
may contain recommendations of 


eyed pencil pushers,” sneered 
Funk. “I got nothin’ to hide and 
nothin’ to fear. They can file all 
the fool reports they want forall 1 
care. I’m proud of what I’ve done 
and no four-eyed creep will tell 
me otherwise, 














Readies Invasion 
of WWF 


BY STU SAKS 
NEW YORK, N.Y.—Fan 
favorite David Von Erich has 
apparently decided to undertake 
a major risk in his career. Von 
Erich has signed to wrestle rival 
Davey O'Hannon in the WWF. 


Popular David Von Erich has signed 
to wrestle Davey O’Hannon as his 
first opponent in the WWF. 

“HAD TO DO IT” 

“I had no choice,” said David 
Von Erich. “This is a big step up 
for me. This will be my first time 
in the WWF and I want to makea 
good impression. Wrestling 
O’Hannon on his’ home turf 
[O’Hannon is from New Jersey] 
represents a gamble, but one I 
had to make. 

“You have to be careful not to 
stagnate and this will be good for 
my career. I hope,” Von Erich 
added smilingly. 








David Von Erich” 





AWA champion Nick Bockwinkel has 
come out in favor of title changes on 
disqualification: 


Fans 
Cheer Return 
of 
Superstar Graham 





BY BILL APTER 

MEMPHIS, TENN.—Super- 
star Billy Graham is back in the 
big time and fans seem to like 
what they see. Crowds in 
Memphis and Atlanta shake the 
arena when the muscular former 
WWE champion enters the ring. 

“The superstar of all super- 
stars is back and ready for 
action,” said Graham. 

Since his return, Graham has 
been undefeated in 75 bouts. 


Bockwinkel Demands End To 
Disqualification Rule 





BY PETER KING 

OMAHA, NEB.—Ina surprise 
announcement, AWA champion 
Nick Bockwinkel has called for 
an end to the controversial rule 
which precludes a title changing on 
a disqualification. 

UNFAIR TO CONTENDERS 

Bockwinkel, who had been a 
prime beneficiary of this rule 
during his three-year career as 
champion, insists it is unfair to 
contenders. 

“These poor guys work for the 
chance to meet a superstar and 
then they can’t win when the ref 
orders a disqualification,” 
Bockwinkel said. “It’s shocking 
and should be changed.” 


















Billy Graham has turned in an 
impressive winning streak since 
his return. 








AROUND 
THE GLOBE 


ATHENS, Ga. 

Tommy Rich makes his 30th successful 
defense of the Georgia Heavyweight 
title with a stunning victory over 
Ivan Koloff 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 

WWF tag team champions Ivan 
Putski and Tito Santana reveal secret 
help from Lou Albano had nothing 

to do with their victory over 
the Valiants 


GREENSBORO, N.C. 
Manager Buddy Rogers makes public 
a “hit list” of the men he claims 
will be put out of wrestling by 
mid-1980. Ric Flair’s name tops the list 


MEMPHIS, Tenn. 

Jerry Lawler says he will wrestle 
any contender with one hand tied 
behind his back. When Bill Dundee 
accepts his offer, Lawler suddenly 

decides to take a two-week 
vacation from wrestling 


MIAMI, Fla. 

Sweet Brown Sugar continues to 
be the most popular Southern 
champion in many years, making 
defenses against Jos Leduc and 
Ernie Ladd 


PORTLAND, Ore. 
Fan favorite Stan Stasiak reveals it 
was a letter from a nine year old girl 
which turned him from rulebreaking. 
“She saved my life,” he says 


ST. PAUL, Minn. 

At a press conference, Nick 
Bockwinkel explains why Greg 
Gagne has never won a singles title: 
“The kid’s a coward. No guts, no title” 
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HE ACCUSATION WAS 

greeted with a yawn. 
Terry Funk aimlessly 
flicked cigar ashes on the 
commissioner’s desk before 
defending himself. 

“Let me get this straight,” 
Funk snarled, ‘‘you're 
accusing me of taking 
money to get certain people 
out of Florida wrestling. 
How much am I supposed to 
be making?” 

“Anywhere,” answered the 
NWA official, ‘from $200,000 


to $350,000, according to 
whatever source you 
believe.” 


“That much? I'd be a fool 
not to take it.” 

“It’s illegal to take it,” the 
commissioner pointed out. 
“It’s against every rule in the 
book. We believe you’re not 
interested in defeating 
opponents, but in crippling 
them. Your main source of 
income is not from your ring 


earnings, but instead from 
some person or persons 
interested in seeing our 


athletes crippled. Is this 
true?” 
“Seems to me,” Terry 


drawled, “I'd be a fool not to 
take the money and a fool to 





As 


eA Nothing is quite so distasteful as a man 


without morals. Terry Funk is such a 
man. Rumors circulate that Funk hires 
. himself-outias a “hit man.” Pay the price 


and Funk will cripple 
the man of your 
choice 





Everyone at ringside came to see if Terry Funk was out to maim Jerry Brisco. 
Above: Funk pummels Brisco outside the ring. Below: Despite Funk’s 
intentions, Brisco defended himself admirably. 


a 


admit to taking it.” 

“Are you a fool at all?” 

“Well, everyone says my 
brother Dory has the brains 
in the family. Still, I’m not 
fool enough to answer any of 
these questions without 
a lawyer.” 





“Is that your final word on 
the subject? I must warn you, 
if you don’t say anything in 
your defense, it will make the 
evidence we have look pretty 
damning.” 

“My oh my. Well, as I see it, 

(Continued on page 68) 
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Every month, three reporters from 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
will participate in an 

incisive press conference with 

a top wrestling star. 

The questions will be demanding. 
And the answers will reveal 
the innermost thoughts of 
the giants of the sport 





(Nothing saddens a wrestling 
Jan like a man gone bad. And 
nothing compounds the agony 
like a man who believes he is 
doing right, despite the jeers and 
shocked expressions. Such a 
wrestler is Jimmy  Snuka, 
featured this month in PRESS 
CONFERENCE. Snuka once 
electrified crowds in the Pacific 
Northwest. He was a beloved 
figure. When he arrived in the 
Mid-Atlantic area and started 
battering bad guys, fans flocked 
to his side. He was adored. But 
this doesn't have a happy 
ending. A man named Ken 
Patera entered his life, followed 
by Buddy Rogers. The results 
were horrifying. Editor-in- 
Chief Peter King, Managing 
Editor Bill Apter, and Associate 
Editor Dan Shocket ask Snuka 
about this ugly affair.) 


* 














“I’ve been bloodied and Buddy has run in and helped me. 
Steamboat wouldn’t do that for me. He’d let me lay in 
a pool of blood while he pranced around the ring and waved 
at those leeches. Friendship is measured by the risk 
someone takes for you.’’ 












PETER KING: Jimmy, we 
appreciate your... 

JIMMY SNUKA: Just ask your 
stupid questions. I have other 
plans later. 

DAN SHOCKET: Sir, we 
understand your position and 
will make no awkward inquiries. 
BILL APTER: I have some 
inquiries. I've known you a 
while, Jimmy, and I'd like to 
know why you allowed this to 
happen. 

SNUKA: What are you talking 
about? When I was blinded by 
the cheers of the stupid fans, I 
never got any attention. You 
writers would tear up letters 
fans wrote about me just to keep 
me out of the magazine. Now 
you listen to me. Now you write 
about me. Finally, I'm getting 
the attention I deserve. 
SHOCKET: And Buddy 
Rogers and Ken Patera are, 





naturally, the primary reasons? 
SNUKA: Yes, Danny, you 
understand. 

SHOCKET: You did what you 
had to do. 

SNUKA: I knew I could count 
on you, Dan. Indeed, Buddy 
and Ken have shown me the 
light. I know who my true 
friends are. Men like Flair are 
animals. They're out to hurt me. 
I see that now. And Steamboat, 
that, that double-faced traitor. 
He’s a_ coward, also. I've 
challenged him and he refuses. 
KING: Steamboat has shown 
he is no coward. 

SNUKA: How would you 
know? Have you ever wrestled 
him? Have you ever gotten out 
from behind your typewriter? 
You writers and fans don’t 
know a damn thing about 
wrestling. You guys don’t see 
the cheating Steamboat and 
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Flair do. You don't feel the pain 
of a foreign object in your back. 
No one knows the agony except 
for me and my friends. 
APTER: What friends? Rogers 
and Patera will desert you in a 
second. 

SNUKA: I have friends who 
will stand by me. I’ve had tough 
matches. I’ve been bloodied and 
Buddy has run in and helped 
me. Steamboat wouldn't do that 
for me. He'd let me lay in a pool 
of blood while he pranced 
around the ring and waved at 
those leeches. Friendship is 
measured by the risk someone 
takes for you. 

SHOCKET: Bravo, James, I 


couldn’t have put it better 
myself. 

SNUKA: Coming from a 
journalist of your caliber, 


Daniel, that is high praise. 
KING: Before I grow ill, I'd like 
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m a proud warrior who needs nothing from anyone. All 
| want is provided by my family. I have love and respect. 
The fans gave me garbage and that’s what I give them back. 
Garbage for fleas.’’ 


wy 





, 
to toss this one at you, Jimmy. 
Do you have any’ regrets about 
what you did? 


SNUKA: None. I have more 
success that I ever had before. I 
have a family now. 


APTER: What about all those 
youngsters who loved and 
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respected you? What do you say 
to them? 


SNUKA:I say that I ama proud 
warrior who needs nothing 
from anyone. All I want is 
provided by my family. I have 
love and respect. The fans gave 
me garbage and that’s what I 


give back to them. Garbage for 
fleas. 

APTER: Snuka, | think you 
owe the entire wrestling world 
an apology for your. disgraceful 
behavior. 

SNUKA: Drop dead! 

KING: Fortunately, this press 
conference is over. oO 
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Every month, our reporters will compile wrestlers’ most revealing quotes. 
Often catching the grapplers with their guards down, our reporters will 
work endlessly in obtaining interesting quotes on a variety of subjects 


BOB BACKLUND 









“Being champion is a lot tougher than | thought it would be. 
People are after me all the time. At first, | thought | could trust 
fellow wrestlers. Now | understand how few | can really 

trust. Maybe a handful. That’s part of the price of a championship.” 


JSR WRESTLING |] atten eee ITD 


“Fans are the bottom line in wrestling. Their support and love 
make the pain and punishment worthwhile. When | see a 
little kid holding out his autograph book, | light up inside. No 
amount of money nor trophies can compare with that.’” 


OM S26 TfL | La a re TTT 


‘So many men enter wrestling with the hope of winning atitle, 
but so few do. That's why | feel so fortunate. I've waited 

a long time to win a major title on my own and now I've 
achieved my dream, What's it feel like? I’m still floating.” 





“Know what boils my blood? Young punks like Tommy Rich. 
Those bums don’t pay their dues. They smile and the fans 

go wild. If the stupid fans opened their eyes, they'd see bums 
like Rich got the talent of a flea.” 


(Continued on page 70) 
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RINGSIDE 


(Continued trom Page 8) 


Brunzell is mystified—as is 
everyone else in the region— 
as to why Ken Patera does not 
want another shot at the Mid- 
Atlantic title. “Either he is 
scared stiff of me or crazy!” 
says Jim. Patera claims he 
only wants one thing—Bob 
Backlund’s WWF champion- 
ship.- “My whole life is 


devoted to winning that little’ 


punk's title,” Patera swears. 

Now that he has returned 
from a lengthy tour of the 
Orient, the ‘‘American 
Dream,” Dusty Rhodes, has 
his sights set on—you guessed 
it—Harley Race’s NWA 
championship. Race, though, 
has other plans. “Rhodes 
didn’t beat anyone in Japan, 
just a couple of preliminary 
flunkies,” the champ says. 
“To qualify for a shot against 
me, that whale must beat 
everyone in the top 10—and 
everyone knows he can’t do 
that. He can’t even get past 
the number 100 contender, 
he’s so bad. His victory over 
me was a fluke and | proved it 
by whipping him over and 
over again. You're washed up 
Rhodes. Get a job in a 
laundromat washing old 
ladies undergarments. That 
suits you better.” 

The Von Erich brothers, 
David, Kevin, and Kerry 
appear to be hitting peaks in 
their careers. David has been 
signed to appear at New 
York’s Madison Square 
Garden. Kevin is in line for 
another shot at Harley Race, 
while rookie Kerry continues 
to headline cards in Texas. 
Papa Fritz has three big 
reasons to be proud. 


Austin Idol (pictured above) made a 
tag team appearance with Superstar 


Graham in Georgia. The two 
musclemen put aside their egos and 
worked very well as a team. How long 
they can remain together is any- 
one’s guess, 


Nick Bockwinkel, long 
reigning champion of the 
AWA, admits that wrestling 
Jerry Lawler is a bit of a 
challenge. “The guy has 
some wrestling talent now 
that he has learned to 
roughhouse and thrash the 
heads of pansies like Bill 
Dundee,” Bockwinkel says. 

Rick Steamboat has been 
out of the news for some time. 
Rick is maintaining a low 
profile recently and refuses to 
discuss any of his future plans. 

Tony Atlas has made a big 

















hit in the WWF areas. Tony is 
slated to tackle some of the 
area's top stars in the very 
near future. Swede Hanson, 
Ken Patera, and Bobby 
Duncum are on top of Tony's 
list as future opponents. 

Bruiser Brodie writes just 
to let his fans know that 
although he is being cheered 
in Texas, he is still wrestling 
with his old roughhouse style. 
“My style of opponent has 
changed, not my style of 
wrestling,” he claims. 

The Masked Avenger and 
the Assassin have been 
destroying all competition in 
Kansas City, Missouri. This 
masked duo has some of the 
most coordinated tag team 
maneuvers of any team in 
recent years. A major tag 
team title will be in their grasp 
soon if they keep up their 
winning, streak. 

Austin Idol and Superstar 
Graham made an appearance 
together as a tag team in 
Georgia. The promoter admits 
it was dangerous to team 
them, but he explains, “It was 
two of wrestling’s biggest 
egos in the ring together. | 
thought for sure their 
personalities would get in the 
way and they would wind up 
trying to kill each other in my. 
ring. As it turned out they 
worked out real well together.”” 

Bobo Brazil has signed a 
full-time contract with Florida 
promoters to wrestle single 
bouts and also team with the 
sensational Sweet Brown 
Sugar. “Sugar is one of the 
greatest newcomers in the 
sport,” Bobo notes. “It’s areal 
pleasure teaming with that 
kid. | love him like he’s part of 
my family.” 

That's all for now. See you 
next time. Oo 





oe ee) dO) | 
LIFETIME 


PICTURE = 
PACKETS OF =. 
WRESTLING’S “ym 
GREATEST 
SUPERSTARS 


fo We 
ony SED 


10 PICTURES 

Wrestling fans, is the opportunity you have been waiting for! Now YOU 
can own magnificent pictures of your favorite wrestlers. These photos were 
seen EXCLUSIVELY in our magazines, the best-selling, most-respected 
wrestling publications in the world. 

Prior to this fantastic offer, you could not buy these photos FOR ANY PRICE. 
But now, because of popular demand, we are offering TWO exciting picture 
packets. Each packet contains ten different award-winning photographs. 

Here's what you get: Photo Packet #1 features ten of the most honored 
wrestling action shots of all time. Photo Packet #2 contains the finest posed 
Portraits ever taken of wrestling’s top ten superstars. Remember, each photo 
was chosen with exacting care from the Victory Sports Series by far the 
largest wrestling fil the world! 

Each large photo (5"’ x 7") is printed on sturdy, high gloss, heavy stock. Sure 
to bring you a lifetime of enjoyment, you can trade ‘em, collect ‘em, or use 
to decorate your room or den. As supplies are limited. 
fast sell out, avoid disappointment and o1 


HERE’S WHAT YOU 
$5 RECEIVE: 
Per Packet 


PHOTO PACKET #1 
(Action Series) 
GRAHAM VS. SAMMARTINO 























Per Packet $5 


PHOTO PACKET #2 
(Portrait Series) 


MR. WRESTLING 11 





ANDRE VS. TYLER IVAN PUTSKI 
PUTSKI VS. WOLFMAN BOB BACKLUND 
BRISCO VS. RACE si STAR GRAHAM 
SAMMARTINO VS. TANAKA BRUNO SAMMARTINO 
BACKLUND VS. VON RASCHKE CHIEF JAY STRONGBOW 
VS. THE EXECUTIONER JACK BRISCO 
WRESTLING II VS. RACE ANDRE THE GIANT 
MASCARAS VS. THE OUTLAW DUSTY RHODES 
RHODES VS. KING CURTIS MIL MASCARAS 


T.V. SPORTS, INC. 
BOX 48 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
C ACTION SERIES 


ONLY $5 PER PACKET 


O PORTRAIT SERIES 

Please rush me picture Please rush me picture 

packets | have checked above. packets | have checked above. 
1 AM ENCLOSING $5.00 FOR EACH PACKET | AM ORDERING. 








Name 
Address 
City. 














State. ; Zip. 














DRESSING ROOM CONFIDENTIAL 


(Continued from Page 10) 


to join me. 

Steve confirmed my theory 
and took it a giant step further. 
“There is no question that 
Rogers’ men are performing in 
an hypnotic trance,” he said. 

A puzzled look came across 
his face. He shook his head in 
deep thought and spoke very 
softly. “This is impossible.” 

“What's that, what did you 
say?” | asked. 

“This is impossible,” he 
repeated. “There is only one 
man, one man who is skilled 
enough to put a man into that 
state and there is no way... | 
don't get it.” 

“What are you 
about?” | asked. 

“Let me explain in simple 
terms,” he said. “There is only 
one man in the world capable of 
putting a man into a 
consistantly violent state. It's 
called the Dacronic Trance. It's 
a bit complicated to get into, but 
believe me, only one man 
knows it and he lives in India.” 

Farhood told me the man’s 
name and it took me four solid 
days to find a way to reach him. 
Salwa Nejla is 79 years old and 
dying of cancer. At most, he has 
three months to live, His only 
wish before he died was to pass 
on his incredible knowledge of 
the mind to a worthy student. 
He got his wish, but sadly, Nejla 
will die a very unhappy man 

He spoke to me for only a few 
minutes. His English was 
perfect, but his voice was barely 
audible. | merely mentioned the 
name Buddy Rogers and he 
began to speak, almost as if he 
were reading a _ prepared 
statement. “| knew someone 
would find out eventually,” he 
said. “| regret what | have done. 
! was fooled by the man. He 
convinced me that he would use 
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Former NWA and WWF champion Buddy Rogers would be permanently 
banned from wrestling if his tactics were probed by a wrestling commission. 
Rogers, our investigation proves, studied Dacronic Hypnosis under the 


the power to help mentally 
disturbed people. | didn’t know 
he was a fake. Now Mr. Buddy 
Rogers has the power and there 
is nothing the world can do 
about it.” 

He did not allow me to 
interject. “l apologize to 
mankind,” he said and hung up 
the phone. 

| could have called him again, 
but | felt for what he was going 
through. Besides, | had what | 





guidance of Salwa Nejla, the leading man in the field. Rogers uses the hypnosis 
on his wrestlers to bring out their savage instincts. 





was looking for. Buddy Rogers 
had been taught Dacronic 
Hypnosis and was using it to 
enhance the evil in his wrestlers. 

It would be pointless to 
confront Rogers with my 
findings. He would either deny 
them or be banned from 
wrestling for life. The fact, 
however, remains. And if the 
NWA is going to act, it must do 
so quickly, while Salwa Nejla is 
alive to testify. o 


A FREE TEST FOR 
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TO QUIT SMOKING 
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You will soon find out. 

To receive this test (absolutely free), 
simply send, as soon as possible, an en- 
velope with your name and address to 
the Anti-Tobacco Information Centre, 
Dept. RS-4018112 Lake Street,Rouses 
Point, New York 12979. 

If your request is among the first 500 
to arrive, you will also receive a small 
gift. $ 
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The Valiant Brothers have run into hard times since dropping Albano as their 
manager. It did not take long for Johnny and Jerry to lose the WWF tag team 
belts to Ivan Putski and Tito Santana. Johnny tried teaming with Jimmy again, 
but met with similar results (as shown above). 


them, and they know it, too. But 
there are three of them, and 
they're all champions, and 
there's one of me, and | have 
enough intelligence for adozen 
men. So it was only natural that 
disputes and arguments would 
materialize. | just wish things 
had turned out differently. 
“But I'll tell you one thing. 
There is absolutely no way, no 


way on Earth, that the Valiant 
brothers, and this includes any 
combination you want, will ever 
reach the level of,success they 
did with Louis Albano as 
their leader.” 

Lou was enraged. The mellow 
attitude had disappeared. | 
never thought I'd feel this way, 
but | was happy to see him in his 
frenzied state. The old Lou 





Albano was reborn. And once 
again, no civilized citizen of our 
planet was safe. 

Lou and | ate at his favorite 
Italian restaurant that evening. 
We enjoyed a hearty chuckle 
when a tiny chunk of spumoni 
became lodged in his massive 
beard, It was the first time all 
weekend | heard him laugh. 

It has been 10 days since | 
spent that weekend with the 
Captain. I've though a lot about 
our times together. And a clear 
picture has surfaced in my mind 
concerning the Albano- 
Valiants affair. 





Captain Lou Albano is deeply hurt by 
the split. But that has not stopped him 
from moving forward. He plans on 
battling each of the brothers 
individually and also regain the taq 


team belts with his new team, 


the Samoans. 


A clash of egos definitely 
Precipitated the problems. 
Albano felt he had led them to 
unsurpassed accomplishments. 
He was right. The Valiants 
believed their own special 
wrestling skills were respon- 
sible for their success. They 
were also right. 

Though they have gone their 
separate ways, Lou Albano and 
the Valiant brothers will 
somehow always be together. 
And the Captain, a shrewd, 
sensitive man, realizes this. He 
has been hurt, but he will goon. 
For Lou Albano is a survivor, 
and in professional wrestling, 
that is all that matters. oO 
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Bobby Janjigian writes that Haystacks Calhoun is a poor wrestler. Dan 


Shocket, however, feels that the 601-pounder has the potential for greatness 


under the proper guidance. 


Dear Knowledgeable Bobby, 
Thanks for the kind words, 
but don’t underestimate either 
Chief Jay Strongbow or 
Haystacks Calhoun. Under the 
right manager, both have the 
possibility for greatness. 
Dear Mr. Shocket, 
| don't like the terrible things 
you say about Bob Backlund 
and Bruno Sammartino. They 
are the two finest wrestlers that 
ever entered the WWF, Why do 
you keep putting them down? 
The sooner you admit to 
yourself that they are the best, 
the better you will feel. 
CHRISTINE SPENCE 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 


Christine Spence writes in support of 
Bob Backlund, whom Shocket 
constantly degrades. 
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Dear Ms. Spence, 

| feel pretty good, but | can 
never hope to attain your 
happiness. Ignorance is bliss, 
so | won't disturb you with facts. 
Dear Mr. Shocket, 

| just saw a match between 
Johnny and Jerry Valiant 
against Dominic DeNucci and 
$.D. Jones. Even though 
DeNucci smashed Johnny and 
Jerry before the bell, the 
Valiants had no trouble in 
beating the pair of no-brain 
losers. After the match, Lou 
Albano came into the ring while 
the Valiants gave the losers a 
lesson. Then, out of nowhere, 
came Andre the Gawk. He 
started to hit Albano and the 
Valiants, This was disgusting. If 
the so-called scientific 
wrestlers can defend them- 
selves, they shouldn't have 
Andre waiting in the wings to 
come in and interfere. 

MIKE BROWN 
Seaford, N.Y. 
Dear Mr. Brown, 

No one ever said DeNucci 
and Jones could defend 
themselves. And like any other 
bully, Andre can be counted 
upon to attack when his victims’ 
backs are turned. o 
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REPORT 
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BRUNO STILL THE LEGEND 

Write what you will about the 
youngsters with the naive 
smiles and bulging, unscared 
bodies. Herald their future 
genius from one end of the 
wrestling world to the other. 
One man remains a constant. 
One man has endured the 
trials and tribulations of 
professional wrestling like a 
man. One has risen above the 
petty bickering and vicious 
revenge which ruins careers. 
This man doesn’t have to lower 
himself to achieve his goals. 
There's a reason he’s called the 
“Living Legend.” Ask Greg 
Valentine. In a recent match at 
Madison Square Garden, 
Sammartino’ taught the 
villainous master of the figure- 
four leglock a painful lesson. 
Repeatedly, Sammartino re- 
versed Valentine’s moves and 
entwined the sinister rule- 
breaker in a web of scientific 
brilliance. It’s more than 
coincidence that Valentine is 
leaving the WWF, 















When will Nick Bockwinkel 
learn how to conduct himself 
like a champion? He makes me 
sick! Apparently, this gutless 
wonder cannot bear pain. 
Obviously, the thought of a 
man’s arms wrapped around 
his body fills him with dread. A 
champion, a man with a large 
heart and large mind, would 
know how to handle this. Not 
Bockwinkel. He trembles at the 


& 





a 


prospect of pain. He cannot 
bear to mix it up in the squared 
circle. Thus he resorts to self- 
disqualification. Bockwinkel is 
a disgrace and should be 
commanded to participate in a 
tournament with one very 
specific rule: lose by dis- 
qualification and you lose the 
title. Qo 





BOCKWINKEL THE 
COWARD 
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(Continued from Page 29) 


couldn’t. Murdoch was upon him 
in an instant, kicking and punching 
Andre’s agonized body. An official 
from the NWA, who happened to 
be sitting ringside, summoned two 
security policemen. The pair 
pulled Murdoch off his victim. 
Andre had to be helped to his feet. 
His pride allowed him to walk 
unaided back to the dressing 
room. There, he collapsed on the 
training table. The doctor checked 
him over. 

“Nothing broken,” 


was the 


Andre chops with his right hand and 
completes the combination with a left 
cross. Murdoch appeared helpless. 


verdict following an examination. 
“Still, there’s been strain on the 
back. Just take it easy for a couple 
of days. Don’t get out of bed. If you 
do, the strain will become damage. 
That means at least two days in the 
hospital. You’re a very lucky man. 
This could’ve’ been much worse. 
Now, just ’cause you're lucky, 
don’t push your luck. Take it easy 
for a couple of days. 

“You'll be happy to know,” the 
doctor concluded, “that the 
referee will be fine.” 
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“That’s wonderful,” Andre said, 
but the bitterness in his voice 
betrayed how he really felt. 
“Murdoch is happy, the referee is 
fine, and my back may never be 
the same.” 

“Did you have a choice?” the 
doctor asked. 

“Yes,” Andre replied, “I 
could've let the referee lie there. I 
know at least a hundred wrestlers 
who would’ve done that. They 


wouldn’t be facing days in bed,” 


maybe a stretch in the hospital. 





Yeah, I’m really glad the referee is 
fine. Wish I could say the same 
for myself.” 

The doctor didn’t continue the 


argument. “Stay in bed,” he 
advised, and left. 
The next morning, lying 


helplessly in bed, Andre muttered 
to himself, “The referee is fine. 
Murdoch is gloating somewhere, 
maybe even jogging, delighting in 
what he did to me. I can barely 
move. If I listen to the doctor, I 
shouldn’t move. All because I was 
nicer than I was smart. 

“Well, I'm getting smart. No 
more, ‘Mr. Nice Guy.’ I'm looking 


? 


out for number one. It’s a dog-eat- 
dog world and I’m tired of getting 
chomped on.” Andre lay back and 
stared at the ceiling. 

The phone rang. It hurt to 
answer it. Andre fairly snapped 
“Hello!” 

“Mr, 


Giant?” a little voice 


squeaked. 

“Yes?” 

“My name is Dora. I’m the 
referee’s daughter. You saved my 





The expressions on the wrestlers’ 
faces indicates who dominated 
the action. 


father’s life last night. I want to 
thank you.” r 

Andre was silent. 

“You see, my father travels a lot 
and he’s not home much. For 
weeks, I’ve been looking forward 
to today. You see, it’s my birthday, 
and he promised to spend the 
whole day with me. Ifit hadn’t been 
for you, he’d have been hurt and 
couldn’t be with me today. I just 
wanted to thank you for giving me 
the best birthday present ever. 
You gave me my father for the 
whole day.” 

“My pleasure,” Andre said, 
meaning it. “And Dora, happy 
birthday.” 

When Andre hung up the 
phone, his huge face was covered 
with a smile. No matter how good 
Murdoch felt, Andre knew he felt 
100 times better. In fact, Murdoch 
would never feel that good. 

Andre the Giant, laying in bed 
and barely able to move, felt like 
the happiest man on earth. O 
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Rhodes’ first opponent upon returning 
to the WWF was Jim Valiant. Dusty 
feels that Bob Backlund is slipping 
and may lose his title very soon. 


be the same. | can never win the 
title for the first time again. 
That’s a once-in-a-lifetime 
feeling,” Rhodes said. “But | 
have to separate the glory of my 
brief reign from the tragedy of 
my loss, theway I lost, not losin’. 
“I got myself a little better 
together. | wanted to wait until 
Dusty Rhodes was whole again, 
both physically and mentally, 
before | moved on to my next 
course of action,” Rhodes said. 
Rhodes’ strategy leads him 
northward into the WWF. His 
objective is the same as it has 
always been. The top spot. 
Number one. The title. The WWF 
title. 
“Why 








now?”’ Rhodes 











answered, though he appeared 
to be responding to an inner 
question. “I’ve been doing 
everything very carefully. | made 
a little mistake in Florida. When 
you conquer a territory, you 
gotta be careful and disarm all 
potential enemies. | left one 
standing. And Terry Funk 
disarmed me,” Rhodes giggled 
hollowly. 

“l firmly feel that Bob 
Backlund is on his way down. 
He’s havin’ trouble beatin’ guys 
he should pulverize in three 
minutes. Guys like Swede 
Hanson and Bobby Duncum, 
Hell, Andre had to help out 
Backlund when he tangled with 
Hanson. That’s a sure sign of a 
champion losin’ it. The same 
thing happened to Race. You 
could see him strugglin’ with his 
foes, guys who were no better 
than mediocre. He was slippin’ 
and all that was left was for the 
right person to be standin’ there 
to give him the final push. 

“Same thing in Backlund’s 
case,” The American Dream 
continued. “Any day now, he’ll 
slip and lose it to some bad sort 
of fellow, the kind who has one 
lucky night and thinks he’s God. 

“This lucky stiff will start 
dancin’ and singin’ how tough 
he is and how he wants to 
challenge all comers in all sorts 
of brawls. Well, Dusty Rhodes 
will be waitin’ in the wings witha 
smile on his face and a great 
strategy mapped out,” Rhodes 
said, finally smiling sincerely. 

Dusty rose and poured some 
iced tea. He reclined in the chair, 
sipped and stared thoughtfully at 
the photographs behind 
the desk. 

“You know, no matter what 
happens to me in the future, 
whether | win the WWF title or 
whip Race again, whatever, | was 
champion of the world and they 
can never take that away from 
me.” Rhodes grinned and 
poured himself another glass of 
tea. ‘ o 
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(Continued from Page 35) 
a smile. 

Strongbow nodded grimly 
and approached the drum. 
Left hand over his eyes, 
Strongbow dipped his right 
hand into the drum 
containing more than 2,000 
correct answers to the puzzle. 
With a flourish, Strongbow 
picked out the winner and 
smiled. 


THE 10 RUNNERS-UP 


(Each Will Receive An Autographed Photo 
of the Chief) 


MICHAEL O'DEA; Bayside, N.Y. 
ROSEMARIE SCHUMANN; 
New York, N.Y. 
CODY BARNETT; Oklahoma 
City, Okla. 
ROY DAVID RITTER; 

St. Louis, Mo. 
MICHAEL B. NASH: Winsted, 
Conn. ‘ 
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RAYMOND EUGENE HOY; 
Frederick, Md. 
ESSIE MAXINE BOOMER; 
Arapahoe, N.C. 
“Wendy Tyson,” the Chief 
read. “What a pretty name.” 
Later that day, we contacted 
Wendy. The 13-year-old from 
Acworth, Georgia, has a 
brother, Robbie, 16, and a 
sister, Teresa, 8. Wendy says 
she has never seen the Chief 
in person, but has followed 
her favorite wrestler’s career 
on television and through 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUS- 
TRATED. A student at Oak 
Grove Elementary School in 
Acworth, Wendy regularly 
attends matches in Marietta 
and Atlanta. Wendy isn’t 
certain what she’ll do with 
the headdress, though she’s 
certain it will be a valuable 
Property in the Tyson 
household. a 
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LET'S MAKE Money Now! | have discovered five 
simple steps to becoming @ millionaire. Anyone can 
do it. Information free. Write: Jim’ Stephenson, 
Today! 3601(K) S. Congress, Austin, Tx. 78704 
PERSONAL - MISCELLANEOUS 


FREE promotional albums, concert tickets, stereos, 
etc. Information: Barry Publications, 477 @2nd St., 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11209 

BLACKJACK, Crap, Roulette, Sensalional new com 
puter tested. $10.00. International 10 Enter 
prise, Box 979(MM), Huntington, N.Y. 11743 
—————e— 


WHOLESALE OIL PAINTINGS 
ASSORTMENT 24 x 32 
No. Description Quantity Retail Wholesale 
O #8252 Black Nude 3) $149.85 $78.00 
0 #8253 White Nude 3 $149.85 $78.00 
U #6255 Religious 3 $149.85 $78.00 
Frank C. Wiggins, P.O. Box 1162 
San Bernardino, Ca. 92402 
Master Charge and Visa 
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Please give generously 
American Heart Associatic 








WE'RE FIGHTING FOR YOUR LIFE 
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VERNE GAGNE 
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a 
FAST! 


and GAIN SELF- 
DEFENSE POWER 


with DAN LURIE’S © 
BIG NEW CATALOG! 


Page after page of Unusual Musclebuilding 
and Self-Defense products—to get you 
back in Great Shape FAST! Learn how to 
protect yourself in dangerous situations 
Become Strong, Healthy and Muscular with 
Exclusive GUARANTEED Methods, Exer- 
cisers, Barbells, Courses. Books, Vitamins, 
Muscle Drinks... everything you need—at 
Money-Saving Discounts! Send only 25° 
for postage. 


UNUSUAL! EXCITING! NEW! 
ROYAL ADVTG. CORP. Dept. vS-3 


Products to Help You: 
* GAIN or 
LOSE WEIGHT 
* BUILD BIG ARMS. 
CHEST, SHOULDERS 
& LEGS 
* HAVE MORE 
ENERGY 
* IMPROVE YOUR 
APPEARANCE 
* DEFEND YOURSELF 
ho song 35 Wilbur St., 
MUGGERS, ETC Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 
(SS) EE FED SES! Gorse SS Ge ES Se ee] 
NAME 
ADDRESS_ 


All Products 
Approved By the 
Wor'd Body: 
Building Guid 





ROYAL ADVTG. CORP. 
Dept. vs~3 

35 Wilbur St., 
Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 


pews 


Moider of 
Champions 






Above: The referee calls for the bell as 
Gagne's sleeper finishes Kobayashi. Left: 
Gagne whips Larry Hennig to the buckle. 
Below: Gagne trains in midtown Omaha 
for an upcoming match. 













XP LOSI Ve 
\\\ POWER 
\ 


V1 
arh'‘Ham 
< \\\Fist’ 


hn 
Na 


Start Instantly to Give you Sledge Hammer 
Striking Power and Stren Hammer Fists 
weighted arm builders buckle on your wrists So you 
can wear them anytime at work or play. 


Reinforce Your Power. Build Your Strength. 
Silently, without any special effort, hour by hour, day 
by day’ your arms grow to new fearsome, sledge 
hammer, power. Just wearing ‘'Hammer Fists"” give 
you the proud masculine feeling that says "I can take 





Real Macho — Full size replica of the Knuckle 
Ouster used in defense when men were MEN in the 
Gold Rush days of old San Francisco. Hand cast and 
finished in rugged "Belgian Bronze”, A wonderful 
masculine way to buckle your belt. Not intended for 
any other use. (Dangerous if misused.) Fits 1% to 
1%” belts. Not available in New York State, 
Send $5.95 plus 75¢ for postage and handling to: 
KNUCKLE BUCKLE, dept. 26425 
14 SUFFOLK STREET 
FREEPORT, N.Y. 11520 





GROW HAIR! 





(Continued on page 64) 









Care of myself.” 


WARNING “Hammer Fists" are intended only to im- 
prove the strength of the arms. They should not be 
warn during any fight, martial arts, boxing or physical 
contact sports. The weight added to the arm increases 
the danger of serious injury to an opponent. 


Order “Hammer Fists” power packed weighted 
wristband. Use for 10 days. If you don’t see im- 
mediate and growing improvements in the size and 
strength of your arms; if you dont instantly feel more 
ower, more masculine, more capable, more 
fearless—You can return it for refund of the full pur- 
chase price. Send just $4.98 plus 75¢ shipping fo 
ne ($8.98 plus $1.50 shipping fr two) 

“Hammer Fist” div. Gaina Co., inc. Dept.26425 
14 Suttotk Street, Freeport, NY 11520 





1979 Medical Report reveals new experimental 
drugs which STOP HAIR LOSS and GROW NEW 
HAIR when applied to the scalp. To receive this 
full 20 page medical report, send $5.95 10 
MEDICAL SOURCES 
Box 26297C, San Jose, CA 95159 





AA BONANZA 
FOR 


VERNE GAGNE 
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COLLECTORS 


The Only Back Issue Of 
The Famous WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED Still Availabie! 


WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, the 
1965 classic wrestling magazine, 
is one of the most highly sought 
after collector's 
items, But if you 
act — immedi- 
ately, you can 
STILL buy a few 
of its best and 
most classic 













‘Wrestlin 


Feb/65 
PEPPER GOMEZ 


Pinups are 
listed under 

each issue. 

issues! There is 
only a limited 
supply — avail- 
able, and those 
are going quick- 














March/65 
ARGENTINA APOLLO 


ly. THE GIANT 
POSTER PIN-UP PICTURES IN FULL 
COLOR are just one of the 


many attractions of WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED. 


Each copy of WRESTLING ILLUS- 
TRATED will soon increase in value 
by up to $10. Buying a copy of this 
classic magazine now is a golden 
investment. You can't go wrong, so 





order now! 

| Now OnLy $2 EACH 
T.V. SPORTS, INC. 
Box 48 

| Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
Please rush me the back issues of 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED | have 
checked below, | am enclosing $2 
for each issue 


| OFeb.1965 © March 1965 


Name 





| Address 


City 





| State —Zip 
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Above: Gagne dropkicks Boris 
Volkoff. Right: As AWA champion, 
Verne was constantly called upon to 
talk to the press. Below: Two of the 
greatest champions of their 
respective sports, Verne Gagne and 
Jack Dempsey ham it up for 
photographers. Below right: Verne 
dropkicks the Mormon Giant, Don 
Leo Jonathan. 











= 


Above: Gagne rides the back of 
Nikolai Volkoff (no relation to the 
present WWF contender). Below: 
Verne’s leglock has current AWA 
champion Nick Bockwinkel in great 
pain. After 30 vears in the sport, 
Gagne is still a champion in the AWA. 
He and one-time enemy Mad Dog 
Vachon are an almost unbeatable 
combination. 


















THE ONLY OFFICIAL 
SOUVENIR 
PROGRAM 

Of The 
MUHAMMAD ALI- 
GEORGE FOREMAN 
SUPERFIGHT 





NOW AVAILABLE TO READERS| 


OF THIS MAGAZINE FOR 
ONLY $3 PER COPY 


PRINTED ON EXTRA HEAVY GLOSSY STOCK, WITH MANY FULL 
PAGES OF DAZZLING COLOR PICTURES PERFECT FOR FRAMING 
TO DECORATE YOUR DEN OR PRIVATE HIDEAWAY. THE COLOR 
PICTURES ALONE ARE WORTH MANY TIMES THE $3 FOR WHICH 
YOU CAN NOW BUY THE ENTIRE OFFICIAL PROGRAM. 


~~ = f . 
HERE'S WHAT YOU GET FOR ONLY $3 
*Eight Full Page Color Pictures 
“Intimate Biographies Of Ali and Foreman 
*A Special Boxing Hall Of Fame Section 
“Complete Records and Measurements 
*An Exciting Boxing Quiz 
*Action Profiles, Features And Predictions Of Things To Come 


The Only Place You Could Possibly Have Bought This Historic 
Collector's Item Before This Momentous Offer Was At One Of The 
Theaters Where The Closed Circuit Telecast Of The Fight Was 
Shown—Or At The Fight Itself! And It Would Have Cost You More 
Than The $3 We Are Offering It To You For Now! No Real Boxing 
Pan Can Afford To Miss This Special Offer. Already A Collector's 
Item, This Valuable Program Will Increase Greatly In Value -As 
The Years Pass. 


REMEMBER, THE SUPPLY OF THESE FABULOUS SOU- 
VENIR PROGRAMS IS LIMITED. SO DON’T MISS OUT ON 
THIS OFFER. ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! 





[T.v.sPoRTsiINc.  , ONLY #3 | 
| Box 48 PER COPY 


| Rockville Centre, NY 11571 





Rush me copy (copies) of the Ali-Foreman | 
Souvenir Program. | am enclosing $3 for EACH copy 
| have ordered, that includes all shipping costs. Mail to: | 


YOUR NAME 
ADDRESS 


[erry 











STATE __ZIP__ 
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Bruno Sammartino vs.Greg Valentine 


(Continued from Page 37) 


bothered Sammartino. 

“I’ve been called worse names 
by better men,” Bruno said. 

What infuriated Sammartino 
was Valentine’s callous 
tarnishing of wrestling. 
Valentine’s sadistic tactics have 
physically injured foes. They've 
also lacerated Sammartino’s soul. 

“There is a way of doing 
things. Doggone it, you don’t go 
out looking to cripple 
someone,” Sammartino rasped. 
“| don’t like these no-talent 
maniacs using foul means to hurt 
people. Look what he did to 
Strongbow. Look what he’s done 
to everyone he’s faced. 

“1 won't let this go on any 
more. | am going to teach that 
punk a lesson he will never 
forget,” Bruno said, leaping to 
his feet and brushing past me out 
the door. | followed. Slowly. You 
can’t rush history. 

| watched the match from an 
exit ramp. Leaning against the 
wall, notebook in hand, eyes 
Bruno looks to the fans for support as 
he applies the pressure to a 
hammerlock (right). Bruno escapes 
before illegally pinned by a single 
count. The referee did not notice that 
Valentine had a grip on Bruno's 
trunks. When the former WWF champ 


escaped, he gave Greg a wrestling 
lesson he will not soon forget. 











~ Bleeding profusely, Valentine tries to 


fight back with a face-rake. 


scanning the vibrant mass 
gathered at the sold-out arena 
that evening, | was struck by 
what wrestling means. 

And by what Bruno Sam- 
martino means to these people. 
He is a genuine hero to them. He 
inspires the blue-collar worker. 
He puts electricity in the eyes of a 
young woman. He makes a 
young boy smile. 

However, this evening 
Sammartino wiped the smirk 
from Valentine and doused the 
fire in his eyes, Valentine’s 
sneering expression grew limp 
with bewilderment, then fear, 
then agony. 

| have seen many things in my 
years, but this one stunned me, 
I'd estimate over the years, I’ve 
watched Sammartino wrestle 
about 150 times. I’ve never seen 
him attack a foe like this, The 
referee stopped the bout. 
Valentine was bleeding too 
profusely. 

It was the merciful thing to do. 

“That punk wouldn’t have 
done what he’s done if | had got 
him before,” said Sammartino. 
“| hope he learned his lesson.” 0 


TERRY FUNK 


(Continued from Page 41) 


Funk’s increasing aggressiveness has 


as to his motives. Funk, stomping a fall 





prompted an investigation by the NWA 
llen Jerry Brisco outside the ring, will not 


answer the charges one way or the other. 


fool that I am, if you had any 
real evidence, you’d be 
asking a lot tougher 
questions. So I really don’t 
eare. Far as I’m concerned, 
you’ve heard a couple of 
stupid rumors. You can’t 
prove a thing. Your ‘sources’ 
are afraid to show their 
faces. So, until you get some 
real proof, don’t bother me 
anymore. And if you do get 
some real proof, still don’t 
bother me. Call my lawyer. 
He’s paid to talk to cowards 
like you.” 

With that, Terry Funk 
stormed out of the office. He 
had other things to think 
about. Tonight, he would 
wrestle Jerry Brisco. Only 
Funk knows if his mission 
was to wrestle Brisco or to 
maim him. 

Before the match, Jerry 
was asked if he heard about 
the rumors. Was Funk really 
some kind of hit-man for 
person or persons unknown? 
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“I wouldn’t accuse aman of 
anything,” Jerry replied, 
“unless I was sure. No one 
can be sure about this. So, as 
far as I’m concerned, Funk is 
on a rampage because 
rampages are what Funk 
likes best. However, I 
wouldn’t be surprised if 
Terry really was a hit-man. 
It’s just the kind of thing 
Funk would like to do. He’s 
been a punk and a gangster 
all his life. 

“Every time I wrestle him, 
I expect he wants to cripple 
me. I won't do anything 
different tonight. I'm going 
to beat him. I don’t care what 
reason Funk has for 
wrestling me.” 

That night, the arena was 
filled with professional 
wrestlers. Watching with 
more than passing interest 
were Ray Stevens, Manny 
Fernandez, Mike Graham, 
and many others. They’d 
come to see if Funk was 


wrestling or going for blood. 
They didn’t know who would 
be next on his hit list. 

What they saw didn’t make 
their sleep any easier. Funk 
was an outraged animal 
tearing into his foe. Brisco 
defended himself master- 
fully against the onslaught. 
As the match progressed, 
Funk grew more and more 
vicious, furiously attacking 
his opponent. This wasn’t 
wrestling. It was more like 
@ mugging. 

Finally, the referee 
stopped the match, dis- 
qualifying Funk for “more 
dirty tricks than I’ve ever 
seen before!”’ Terry tried to 
argue, but the referee was 


‘firm. “I oughta make you 


apologize!” was the last 
thing the referee told Funk. 

Later, Terry screamed at 
the press. “They're trying to 
railroad me out of here! This 
nonsense about me being a 
hit-man is just an excuse for 
them to disqualify me over 
nothing. This is aconspiracy 
against me. 

“Well, it won't work! Tell 
the world. No matter what 
they do, they can’t make 
Terry Funk turn tail and run. 
I'm going to own Florida 
wrestling before I’m 
through. If they think I’m 
mean now, just wait until I 
really get going!” 

In the parking lot, the 
wrestlers who had been 
spectators waited for Jerry 
Brisco. When Jerry arrived, 
they talked in huddled 
whispers. When they saw the 
press coming, they dis- 
persed. ‘No comment” was 
all they'd say. 

Do they suspect Funk is a 
hit-man? It certainly seems 
that way. How will they fight 
it? That’s their business. 
And they plan to take care of 
business real soon. o 


WHAT THEY ARE SAVING 


(Continued from Page 45) 







RICK STEAMBOAT 


“Will people just bug off about my future plans? What do 
people want from me? I've whipped everyone. I’m still a 
young guy. I've got my whole career ahead of me. Look, 

| appreciate fans’ advice. Still, the decisions are 

mine and mine alone.” 


“Wrestling ain’t what it used to be. Once upon a time, skill was 
rewarded. Now you gotta be fat and flamboyant, like 
blimp-burger Rhodes. Or dull and stupid, like Race. Ah, what- 
ever happened to the days when men were men?” 





JERRY LAWLIk 


“I'll never forgive what Bill Dundee did to me. Never. | trusted 
the man. He was over to my house for dinner. We 

went to parties together. | told him things | never told another 
man. Look how he repays me. Stabs me in the back.” 








“Breaking faces is my specialty, you might say. Hah-hah. | like 
breaking necks. | like the sound it makes. Splinter, splinter, 
little neck, fracture, fracture, won't you bet? Hah, I'm a poet. A 
genius everywhere. I’m great." 
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